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| ouisiana Furbearers

Furbearer Management

Louisiana is fortunate to
have abundant natural
resources. Louisiana sup-
ports coastal wetlands, the
Mississippi  River Basin,
vast tracks of agricultural
lands, and large tracks of
forests. The diversity of
Louisiana’s natural habitats
supports a wide range of
wildlife, such as furbearers.

Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries along
with biologists, hunters, and

trappers work to maintain a
balance in nature. Species,
which are under-populated,
are protected, and species,
which are over-populated,
are carefully and humanely
controlled to the benefit of
the entire habitat.

Nature’s way of control-
ling species is often cruel
and includes such methods
as slow starvation and dis-
ease like red mange, distem-
per, and rabies. Reducing
local densities of furbearer
populations through harvests
can reduce disease transmis-
sion as well as the intensity
of such out-breaks.

These furbearers are an-

Did you know...?

e Trapping is strictly
regulated and enforced
by the state’s depart-
ment of wildlife and
fisheries, which is
staffed by professional
biologists and conserva-
tion officers.

e Only abundant species
of wildlife can be le-
gally trapped.

e Only licensed trappers
are allowed to partici-
pate during a trapping
season.

e Trapping is also used to
relocate wildlife to areas
where they once lived
but may no longer be
found.

e Regulated trapping is an
important way for biolo-

nually renewable resources.
Most furbearers produce
more young than can sur-
vive, and good management
plans harvest this excess.

Human health is also a
concern for wildlife manag-
ers. Diseases like tularemia,
bubonic plague and rabies
can begin as an outbreak in
furbearing animals.

Furbearer management is
paid for through hunting and
trapping license fees. We all
benefit from the habitat and
wildlife protection resulting
from good furbearer man-
agement.

gists to collect impor-
tant ecological informa-
tion about wildlife, es-
pecially wildlife dis-
eases like rabies, which
can affect people.

e Trapping is used to con-
trol furbearers’ damage
to property and habitat.



Largest North
American Rodent

Bobcats are rarely
seen in the wild due
to their keen eye-
sight and hearing.

. Distribution:
w widespread
~ throughout north
~ central Louisiana,
lives in every
g north  American
7% state and Canadian
# Province

Habitat: wooded

~ rivers,  streams,

lakes, swamps,
backwaters.

Appearance: humped

back, wide flat tail (11-15
inches long, 6 inches
wide), average adult
weight is 33 pounds, 35-
45 inches, 20 teeth,
webbed feet, castor glands
on the abdomen, which
produces oil that the bea-
ver rubs into its fur to wa-
terproof it, ears and nose

Bobcat

Distribution: widespread
in Louisiana; widely dis-
tributed across the U.S.,
excluding central farming
areas and the urban eastern
sea coast
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Beaver

has valves which close
when submerged, has only
a single lower body open-
ing called cloaca (similar
to birds and reptiles)

Food habits: strictly vege-
tarian, eats cambium layer
of many woody plants,
such as sweetgum, yellow
poplar, and willow

Habits: builds dams, con-

structs conical shaped
lodging with sticks and
mud above waterline,

mark their territory with
castor oil and mounds of
mud and debris, very terri-
torial, can hold breath for
12-15 minutes and travel
mile underwater

Reproduction:  sexually
mature at 2 years, breeds
in winter or early spring,

Habitat: heavily forested
areas, swamps, bottomland
hardwoods; dens in thick
vegetation

Appearance: between a
domestic cat and a cougar
in size; average adult
length is 25 to 30 inches
(tail is 6 inches); weight
15-20 pounds; reddish or
yellowish brown streaked
and spotted with black
Reproduction: wails and
screams during breeding
season; breeds in mid to
late winter; 2-3 young;
gestation of 62 days

Food habits: rabbits,
mice, rats, squirrels, small
birds, young livestock

gestation is 115-120 days,
average litter is 3,young
stay with parents for 2
years

Controls: beavers are prey
to wolves, bobcats, bears,
coyotes; young are prey to
eagle and owls as well
Values: alter the habitat a
great deal, dams result in
flooding of lowlands,
which provides a better
habitat for muskrats, many
fish, and waterfowl; mink
and otter hunt regularly
around beaver dams; dams
cause property damage to
crops and roads; beaver
host an internal parasite,
giardiasis, which can af-
fect our drinking water.

Habits: good tree-
climbers; curious
Controls: adults rarely
preyed upon; juveniles
may be vulnerable to male
bobcats, coyotes, eagles
and fisher; vulnerable to
rabies, feline distemper,
mange, tapeworms, lice
and bubonic plaque
Values: help to stabilize
rabbit populations



Coyote

Distribution: common in
northern and central Louisi-
ana, some found in coastal
southwest marshes and as far
east as the Florida parishes,
ranges from Alaska southward
through western and southern
Canada, through the western
2/3 of the U.S., and southward
through southern Mexico

Habitat: prefers open country
and idle farmlands adjacent to
wooded areas; dens in gulleys

under roots, thickets, and
dense cover
Appearance: looks like a

small German Shepherd, coat
color varies, adults weighs 18-
30 pounds; 43 teeth

Gray Fox

Distribution: throughout Lou-
isiana, except extreme coastal
plains, through most of US,
Mexico, and central America,
except mountainous north-
western states and portions of
the Great Plains

Habitat: prefers mixed wood-
lands and pastures; dens in
hollow trees, logs, thickets, or
underground burrows
Appearance: somewhat
smaller than the red fox (8-12
Ibs./ 30-44 inches), basic gray
color; edges of the upper jaw,
throat, and abdomen are white
Reproduction: mates for life;
breeds from January through
May; gestation 51-63 days;
one litter per year; 3 -4 pups
per litter; raised by both par-

Reproduction: coyotes mate
for life; male attends the fe-
male and litter; breeding in
February; 5-7 pups

Food habits: opportunistic
with food; rabbits, birds,
plants, insects, carrion, live-
stock, and poultry Habits:
males roam 30-40 miles; fe-
males 5-8 miles

Controls: adults rarely preyed
upon; juveniles by eagles,
mountain lions, and dogs;
prone to parvo, mange, dis-
temper and rabies; parasites
include lice, mites, ticks, and
fleas

Values: keep other animals
populations in check; carrion

ents

Food habits: rats, mice, rab-
bits, insects, poultry, berries,
fruits, corn, and acorns
Habits: nocturnal, territorial,
are known to take naps on
sunny tree branches Controls:
prey to dogs; prone to distem-
per, parvo, rabies, round-
worms, tapeworms, lice, and
mites

Values: beneficial to man,
because they eat a lot of mice
and rats

habits reduce the population of
insects which afflict livestock;
host fleas and ticks which
carry the bubonic plaque,
which is fatal to man; signifi-
cant loss to livestock in some
areas.
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Coyotes are
clever, have
keen senses,
and thrive in
wilderness and
suburban areas.

These foxes are skilled tree
climbers.
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Red foxes are
curious and
intelligent animals.

Wild mink are
more common
than most people
realize.

Distribution:
throughout  Louisi-
Wl ana, except extreme
i# southeast  parishes;

% # ranges from northern

Canada and Alaska
B to the southern U.S.,
except  Arizona,
{ southern Texas, ex-
treme SE Atlantic
coast, the Great-
Basin, the Great Plains,
and coastal western Can-
ada

Habitat: mixed wooded
areas with ungrazed pas-
tures, ricefields, cane-
fields, and chenier of the
SW coastal marshes;
makes a den in stream
banks or gullies
Appearance: small dog-
like animal, adult weight

Mink

Distribution: adaptable to
a wide range of climates;
throughout Louisiana,
from northern Canada and
Alaska southward through
all of U.S. except the
Southwest

LOUISIANA FURBEARERS

Red Fox

is 8-14 pounds; total
length is 3-4 feet (12-17
inches of which is tail);
body is reddish yellow;
feet, legs ears and nose
pad are black; terminal 4-5
inches of tail are black
tipped with white; it has
42 teeth; eyes are yellow
with elliptical pupils

Reproduction: breed in
late winter or early spring,
53 days gestation, 2-10 per
litter, both male and fe-
male raise the young,
weaned at 2 months

Food habits: small mam-
mals such as rats, mice,
and rabbits, insects, wild
birds, young livestock (as
carrion), fruits, berries,
grasshoppers, snakes

Habits: keen sense of

Habitat: near water; dens
under fallen logs, hollow
stumps, or in burrows cre-
ated by other animals
Appearance: medium
sized, long bodied, slen-
der; adult weight about 2
pounds, length about 19 to
23 inches (1/3 of which is
tail); long neck, short
head, white chin, dark
brown fur, 34 teeth
Reproduction: one litter
per year, 3 to 4 kits, which
are born blind (eyes open
at 5 weeks), gestation can
be as long as 75 days

Food habits: varies with
area in which animal oc-
curs; coastal mink eat

sight, hearing and smell;
shy, easily startled; great
endurance (can run for
miles); playful; they do
not chew food, rather tear
pieces off and swallow
whole; bury their left over
food; mark their territory
through urination
Controls: vulnerable to
diseases such as parvo and
mange (which is caused by
mites)

Values: contribute to the
overall health of prey spe-
cies by keeping the species
controlled; they are wvul-
nerable to rabies, which
can then infect pets & men

aquatic life, such as fish,
crabs, frogs, and crayfish;
upland mink eat rabbits,
rats, and birds

Habits: male minks have

much larger territories
than females (up to 25
miles)

Controls: prey of owls,
foxes, coyotes, bobcats,
and dogs; parasites include
flukes, roundworms, tape-
worms, fleas, ticks, and
lice

Values: mink prey heavily
on muskrats, improving
their genetic pool by prey-
ing on the weak and ill



Muskrat

Distribution: throughout
south Louisiana, as far
north as Avoyelles Parish;
throughout most of North
America, except for a few

western states, South
Carolina, Georgia, and
Florida

Habitat: coastal marshes,
bayous, lakes; builds

houses out of vegetation
and mud or burrows into
levees and stream banks to
construct dens.

Appearance: vertically
flat tail, average adult
weight is 2 pounds, total
length averages 22 inches
(10 of which is the tail),
partially webbed hind feet,
sharp claws on the front

Nutria

Distribution: throughout
Louisiana, coastal areas of
Texas, Mississippi and
Florida, N. Carolina,
Maryland, Oregon, Wash-
ington, Alabama, & Geor-

gia Habitat: swamps,
marshes, rivers, lakes,
streams, back waters.

They dig burrows for dens
in levees and stream
banks; in marshes and
swamps they rest on plat-
forms of vegetation built
above water.

Appearance: looks like a
large, brown rat, average
adult weight is 12 to 16
pounds, webbed hind feet,
20 teeth (the 4 huge front
teeth are orange), whiskers

teeth used for digging
stems and roots, musk
glands on the lower abdo-
men of males

Food habits: primarily
live vegetation, some fish,
mussels, insects and snails
Habits: somewhat socia-
ble with other muskrats,
but when populations be-
come dense, they will
fight to the death; can hold
their breath underwater for
10-12 minutes

Reproduction: year
round, highest degree of
sexual activity in Novem-
ber and March, the lowest
in July and August; 5 to 6
litters per year; 3 to 4
young per litter, sexual

are 4 inches long, oil
glands near the mouth,
which are used to water-
proof the fur, mammary
glands on the sides, so
infants can nurse while the
mother swims

Food habits: vegetarian,
eats aquatic plants such as
three-cornered grass, cat-
tail, duck-weed, & occa-
sionally water hyacinth
Habits: den is shared by a
dominant male and 2 or 3
females and their offspring
Reproduction: sexual
maturity at 5 1/2 months, 2
litters per year, average
litter size is 5, females are
only capable of producing
6 litters in a lifetime
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maturity at 6 to
8 weeks of age

Controls: prey
to mink, fox, =

coyotes,
hawks, and
owls

Values: uncon-
trolled muskrat
populations cause damage
to irrigation canals, dams,
and dikes, by digging
around these structures.
They also cause “eat-
outs”, by feeding on roots
of vegetation. It may take
15-20 years for the habitat
to return to its original
capacity to serve wildlife
species.

Controls: prey
of alligators, :
cottonmouths, &
hawks,  owls ;
and  eagles; &
parasites  in-§
clude  flat-|
worms, round-
worms, fleas, and lice

Values: usually have a
negative impact on other
wildlife species and often
over-harvest edible plants
resulting in "eat-outs",
burrowing causes prob-
lems with dams, dikes, and
levees; roundworms can
infest the water where nu-
tria swim and then be
passed on to humans

The name comes from
the musky odor secreted
from glands on the
abdomen.

This rodent is
native to South
America and was
recently
introduced to
Louisiana.



Otter

Distribution: widespread in
Louisiana; widely distributed
across Canada and the U.S., ex-
cluding portions of the arid
southwest and some states along
the Mid-Atlantic coast

Habitat: near water; dens in the
bank of a canal or stream with
the entrance below water level
Appearance: long, slender
body ; flattened head; long flat
tail, thick at the base and taper-
ing towards the tip; dense, oily
underfur; glossy guard hairs;
brown; five fully webbed toes
on each foot; adults average 15
pounds;36 teeth

Reproduction: breeds in late
winter or early spring; gestation
period can be as long as 10
months or more; young born in
late winter; 1-3 Kits per litter

Raccoon

Food habits: frogs, turtles,
snakes, fish (generally non-
game), crayfish, crabs, birds,
small land mammals like rats
and mice

Habits: constantly on the move;
young will stay with mother
through 1st winter

Controls: adults rarely preyed
upon; juveniles may be vulner-
able to bobcats and coyotes;
relatively free of parasites; suf-
fer from habitat loss, pollution,
and poisons

Values: usually help a trout
stream by containing popula-
tions; can devastate a fish farm

Distribution: across all of Lou-
isiana, most of the US, Mexico,
and southern Canada, excluding
portions of the Rocky Moun-
tains and the arid SW

Habitat: all habitats types in
Louisiana, highest densities in
marshes and swamps, dens in
trees often 30-40 feet above the
ground

Appearance: size of a large
beagle dog, adults average 8
pounds, grayish to blackish in
color, 5 -6 black and gray to
yellowish rings on the tail (the
tip of the tail is black), promi-
nent black mask across the face
bordered by white above and
below the black, 40 teeth
(including 4 sharp canine teeth)
Reproduction: mating from
early January to early April

(ocassionally as late as August),
gestation of 63 days, 3 per litter;
newborns are 2 - 3 0z. and blind
(eyes open at 2 weeks)

Food habits: omnivorous, rel-
ishing crayfish, crabs, snails,
clams, small fish, frogs, earth-
worms, insects, fruits, berries,
and shoots of trees

Habits: good swimmers and tree
climbers; front paws are dexter-
ous; the do not hibernate but
store layers of fat during the fall
to prepare for winter

Controls: prey to coyotes, bob-
cats, and cougars; juveniles prey
to large owls, eagles, and fish-
ers; prone to distemper, rabies,
leptospirosis  (which can be
passed to man); parasites in-
clude roundworms, flatworms,
tapeworms, mites, lice and fleas

All photos are courtesy of LDWF photo archives.

Otters are highly skilled swimmers and love
to play.

Values: does not compete se-
verely with other species in de-
mand for habitat; damage to
sweet corn can be extensive

Raccoons thrive in
both wilderness and
urban areas.
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